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Overarching Federal Public Policy Principles
1. A Fully Literate Society. Every adult in the United States who lacks basic reading, writing, and math skills should have the opportunity to acquire the basic skills needed to achieve economic self-sufficiency, become fully engaged citizens, and realize his or her full potential. 
2. Increased Federal Investment. Federal appropriations for adult education[footnoteRef:1] should be set at levels that, in combination with local, state, and private investments, adequately meet the demand for such services. At a minimum, annual federal appropriations for adult education should meet authorized funding levels.  [1:  Academic instruction and education services for adults below the postsecondary level that increase an individual’s basic reading, writing, math skills, available for free or at a cost affordable to all.] 

3. Strengthen and Expand Educational Opportunities for Low-Skilled Adults. Federal adult education policy should strengthen and expand program models that address the needs of adult learners at all levels (based on existing evidence) and advance the development and deployment of new programming approaches where warranted.
4. Professional Development. All adult basic education instructional programs should have access to the resources and the professional development necessary to provide high quality services to adult learners.
5. Prioritize Services for Low Income Adults. Federal adult education initiatives should prioritize those who live in poverty and are most in need.
6. Reduce Barriers. Federal anti-poverty programs and initiatives should target the barriers that may prevent adult learners from participating and succeeding in adult education.
7. Research. Federal policy and legislation should support a robust and ongoing federal investment in research on adult literacy development and other issues pertaining to adult education.
8. The Role of Parents and Families. Federal policy and legislation pertaining to the educational needs of children should support the role of parents, families, and caregivers in a child’s literacy development. Family literacy approaches should be included in comprehensive K-12 literacy initiatives, and programs designed to support parent engagement should consider the needs of parents with limited English literacy. 
9. Immigrant Integration. Federal policy and legislation should support opportunities for immigrants to learn English and civics by building and enhancing the capacity of adult education and family literacy programs.
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Digital Literacy. The ability to use information and communication technologies to find, understand, evaluate, create and communicate digital information is an essential skill in the 21st Century, and this should be reflected in federal adult education policy.
11. Health and Literacy. Federal health policy should seek to ensure that all adults have access to, and can process and understand, the basic health information needed to make responsible health decisions.
12. Civic Engagement. Federal policy and legislation pertaining to civic engagement and the exercise of basic civil rights and responsibilities should address the needs of adult learners and the role that adult education programs can contribute to such initiatives. 
13. Correctional Education. Federal policy and legislation should include investments in adult education for incarcerated adults.
14. Accountability. Federal reporting and accountability systems should accurately reflect the goals and progress of adult learners at all literacy levels. 
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