2016 NCL Literacy Leadership Award Nomination Form
The National Coalition for Literacy is seeking award nominations for its annual Literacy Leadership Award Celebration. The event will be held in Washington D.C. on September 28, 2016.
A nominee must have made a significant contribution to the field of adult education and literacy that is national in scope or has national significance. (Note that a state or local initiative that has received notable national attention or has been widely recognized as a model for the field would qualify.) Nominees may be public policy advocates or policy makers, elected officials, program administrators, instructors (paid or volunteer), financial supporters, business leaders, partners, or students. For previous award event information, click here.
Nominations are due by August 1 to Kristin Lahurd: klahurd@ala.org. Literacy Leadership Award Winners will be notified by mid-August. As needed and by request, assistance may be available to offset the cost of travel to D.C. 


Nominator
Name: Silja Kallenbach
Title: Vice President
Organization: World Education
Email Address: silja_kallenbach@worlded.org
Phone Number: 617-482-9485 ext. 3826

[image: cid:3ADAF175-6D78-4512-9756-21DCCFEF8BA3@naepdc.local]

Last Revision: 6/16/2016
Nominee Information (whom are you nominating):

Name & Organization:  Dr. Margaret Becker Patterson, Research Allies for Lifelong Learning
Title:  Senior Researcher
Email Address: margaret@researchallies.org
Phone Number: 703-399-5948
Name & Organization:  Marty Finsterbusch, VALUE USA
Title:  Executive Director and Research Partner
Email Address: marty@valueusa.org
Phone Number: 484-443-8457

My award nominees are... (Select all that apply) 
☐ A financial supporter
☐ A program administrator
☐ A public policy maker/advocate
☐ An elected official
☐ A business leader

☐ An adult education instructor (may be paid or volunteer) 
x A former adult education student
X An organizational colleague
X An organizational partner
X Other: Researcher


In 250 words or fewer, please summarize the nominee’s accomplishments and how the individual, program, or organization has met the following criteria: 
· National impact on the field of adult education
· Exhibited leadership as a change agent in adult education
· Extraordinary support of adult education

I am nominating Margaret and Marty and their respective organizations for their partnership in designing and implementing research on the impact of adult learner leadership: Adult Learner Leadership in Education Services (ALLIES). Using VALUE USA’s leadership training and Research ALLIES’ research expertise, they are breaking new ground with this important investigation. To date, the impact has been mostly on the 21 programs that are participating in the leadership training and research, but the study promises to have national impact on the field of adult education. It deserves recognition now in order to boost its potential reach and impact.
In 2014 VALUEUSA and Research Allies for Lifelong Learning designed ALLIES, a rigorous two-year, mixed methods learner leadership study. The purpose of the ALLIES study is to evaluate how adult learners can benefit an adult education program as they pursue their own learning and leadership goals. In 2014-15, the first year, 21 programs in multiple states were selected at random as either participating or control programs, and baseline data were collected from both types of programs. Thirteen participating programs received VALUEUSA leadership training and mentoring support as they developed a learner-led project; eight control programs continued to run their programs as usual. Adult learners took surveys on educational experiences and perceptions of leadership, followed by critical thinking and writing assessments. Their interactions with staff were also observed onsite. Staff took electronic surveys on their perceptions of adult learner leadership and provided program-level data. Data collection continues in 2015-16, the second year, to follow up on changes that occurred with participating programs and learners in contrast with those in the control condition.

Both Margaret and Marty have exhibited tremendous leadership as change agents in adult education both through the ALLIES study and also through their other work in advancing adult education and the lifting up the voices of adult learners.



Margaret Becker Patterson, PhD, has more than 10 years of research administration experience at the state and national levels, ran a statewide research and data analysis consulting business for seven years, and has presented extensively around the country. Dr. Patterson served as director of research at GED Testing Service from 2008 to 2011. She is also an active member and a past Board member of  NCL who has strengthened NCL in numerous ways, including helping to maintain the website.

Marty Finsterbusch has made literacy a lifetime commitment. From his early childhood days, diagnosed with learning differences, he realized the need for a better way to educate and support people with learning differences. Marty became involved in adult literacy in 1986, and immediately recognized a vital need to draw on the wealth of knowledge from adult learners themselves.

In 2001, he was hired as the first Executive Director for VALUEUSA, the only national nonprofit adult literacy organization in the United States governed and operated by current and former literacy students. Currently he is involved in conducting leadership trainings around the country through the Adult Learner Leadership in Education Services (ALLIES) research on adult learner involvement improving their program. Marty helped the organization develop and deliver leadership trainings throughout the U.S., conducting nine National Adult Learner Leadership Institute events, and achieve national prominence as the authority on learner involvement in adult literacy.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Marty has served on Pennsylvania's Adult Basic and Literacy Education Interagency Coordinating Council, having been appointed by three different Governors. During his National Institute for Literacy Fellowship in 2000, he studied adult learner involvement in all 50 states. Marty has served on the governing boards of several national and state organizations including the National Coalition for Literacy for six years as board member and two as president, Laubach Literacy Action (ProLiteracy), SCALE, and Pennsylvania's State Coalition for Literacy. 


image1.png
AUTION
&

SRUONA

.

ER O’
Oryain

National Coalition for Literacy




