Biography

Tom Nash’s career in Maine Adult Education began 30 years ago, coming in “sideways” from public school education where he was a fourth grade teacher. At age 24 he became the youngest full-time Adult Education Director ever in the state and has never looked back. He has embraced the field of adult education for the past 30 years, understanding too well the barriers and challenges facing adult learners. He grew up in a single-parent family that struggled financially, and even worked as a child at a local farm and then as a young teenager at a restaurant to help earn money for simple necessities. It was a childhood where he himself struggled with reading, but overcame that barrier becoming the first person in his family’s history to ever attend and complete college, paying for most of it himself.  

After receiving his BS in Elementary Education in 1984 from the University of Maine - Orono, he began his teaching and administrative career. His formal education continued by earning his MS in Adult Education in 1992 from the University of Southern Maine. Most recently in 2011, Tom was among the first group of administrators in Maine to successfully complete the Leadership Excellence Academies’ Certified Manager in Program Improvement course. Over the years he has continued to be a life-long learner. Whether it is through district, regional, state or national professional development on best adult education practice or through local classes in gardening and acting, Tom does not sit still for very long. 
In 2012, Tom was honored with the Gerald Levasseur Award, given to a citizen of Maine for their outstanding contribution to the field of adult and community education. 

Tom currently serves as the Director of Adult Education in the Windham Raymond RSU #14 School District, where he has been for 13 years. He and his family reside in the coastal community of Falmouth, Maine. 

- Maine Adult Education Association Board Member - served three separate terms; Communications Committee, Professional Development Committee, Conference Chair, Past President

- COABE Member for 11 years; Regional Institute Planning Committee (2005-06); Region One Representative (2011-2013); COABE President-Elect (2013-2015); and President (2015 -Present)
- Served on several Maine Department of Education Committees to develop High School Completion Rules, Policies and Standards; Professional Development Standards; Adult Education Funding Statutes and Regulations; ABE/AEFLA Program Peer Reviewer

- National Conference Presenter at COABE, NCTN, NIFL (7 times)

- Southern Maine Adult Education Regional Alliance Co-Chair 2010-11; Member for 27 years.

- RSU #14 Committees - Crisis Team (Co-Chair), Drop Out Prevention, Technology, Strategic Planning, Wellness (Chair), Professional Development

