Support Adult Education and Family Literacy
Cosponsor a Bipartisan Resolution to Designate a Week in September as National Adult Education and Family Literacy Week 

Dear Colleague:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Approximately 36 million adults lack the literacy skills to reach their full economic and educational potential. Adult education supports these individuals, who are often unemployed and may struggle to support their families, in gaining the skills they need to become employed, keep and advance in their jobs, engage in postsecondary and training programs, participate in their children’s education, and achieve economic self-sufficiency.

Not only do adult education programs improve the lives of low-income and low-skilled individuals in the U.S; they improve our nation’s economic competitiveness and the skills of our workforce. By 2020, nearly two-thirds of jobs will require a postsecondary education. Adult education programs, as part of the recently reauthorized Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), are designed to help adults improve their basic skills and prepare for these jobs by helping them get on a path to a postsecondary degree.

Adult education programs also provide parents with the knowledge and skills they need to be their child’s first and most important teacher and advocate. Family literacy programs help ensure that children are ready to learn and succeed in school. Researchers have long known that parents' stress—compounded by living in poverty—can hinder children's early learning and development.

To highlight the importance of these services and recognize adult learners, I am once again introducing a resolution to designate the third full week of September as National Adult Education and Family Literacy Week. This resolution, which has enjoyed the support of bipartisan cosponsors each year since it was first introduced in 2009, helped raise attention to this critical issue. I am proud to reintroduce the resolution this year, and encourage you to become an original cosponsor.

Please contact Bo Morris in my office at bo.morris@mail.house.gov or 5-2161 if you would like to be an original cosponsor or if you have any questions about this resolution. Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jared Polis
Member of Congress


